CHAPTER  XXXIV.

AN   IMPORTANT   OASIS,

SIDI OKBA, the oasis situated abotit fifteen miles from
our headquarters, offers the quaint interest so character-
istic of the desert villages, but aside from that feature it is
miserable and forlorn enough, although of great importance to
the Arab, mind as being the religious centre of this region, called
the Ziban, of which Biskra is the political capital. Sidi Okba is
governed by an amiable Cai'd, whose well-known hospitality was
one of the inducements held out to us to visit it. We wished
our reception to be thoroughly cordial, and furnished ourselves
with abundant provisions that we might ask the Cai'd to break-
fast with us instead of making a surprise-party for him at.
his expense; for during several seasons his generosity in receiv-
ing tourists, offering them the fat of the land in copious lunch-
eons (thus showing his conciliatory sentiments towards the
French), had been frequently imposed upon to a considerable
extent His income is a tenth or fifteenth of the produce of the
oasis, amounting to about three thousand francs a year, which is
not much, even in the Sahara, for a young man of thirty-three
who dresses well and entertains visitors. After the usual formal-
ities of welcome and salutations, wejeft our host to allow him an
opportunity, while we visited the town, of giving orders concern-
ing our mid-day repast as well as for his more important duties
of attending to the numerous difficulties and complaints he had